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Ellen Unsworth

From: Caryn HunttDeCarlo [CHUNTTDECARLO@mp.usbr.gov]
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2007 11:34 AM
To: Ellen Unsworth; Russell Grimes; Carol Grenier; Karen_Grillo@nshe.nevada.edu
Subject: Fwd: Walker River Basin Acquisitions Program EIS

>>> <Purrellranch@cs.com> 10/25/2007 6:06:18 PM >>>
COMMENTS:  The loss of 50,000 a.f. + of surface water to the Walker River 
irrigation distribution system will further affect the enviorment of a 
multitude of upstream wildlife some of which remain on the fedeal threatned
watch list i.e. the Perigren Falcon and the sage grouse.  Both of which 
have been

established as using the basin's irrigated habitat creating the sedges, 
grasses, insects and rodents these and many other species depend on.  

In the last 30 years we have had to have one domestic well casing re-
drilled that was originally 30 ft depth. (pump set at 15 ft.) to a 120 ft 
casing (pump set at 90 ft) to compensate for the loss of the orginal 38 
inch water table and todays draw down when the pump is activated.  We have 
another 148 ft deep domestic casing that has had to have the pump lowered 
twice in the past fifteen years  from the original 30ft to 60ft and now at 
90ft to offset the continued falling draw down requirements.  This lack of 
ground water recharge has been created by a number of things.  Prior and 
ongoing government cost share water conservation programs that has altered 
the original earth distribution systems to concrete and pipe.  Drought and 
climate change and the subsequent requirement for those farmers and 
ranchers who have the privalege of irrigation wells to over use the orginal
intent of their State permits, to make up for the existing lack of surface 
water that already exists.  The last report I read, indicated there is in 
excess of 80,000 a.f. ground water being pumped in these dry years with a 
recharge of around 18,000 a. f.  The enviromental impact from declining 
ground water, to domestic wells and native cottonwood's and willows and 
the impact to wildlife has already started.             

Depending on which report you read,  walker lake evaporation varies.  
However, they all seem to agree there is in excess of 150,000 a. f. of 
evaporation occuring from walker lake anually.  It isn't brain surger to 
know that anything less than lake evaporation is only going to pro-long the
agony.  Walker Lakes future is in gods hands not Harry Reids. 

We have been told that Mount Grant's water shed would be included in the 
aquisition program.  The EIS needs to include the Mount Grant watershed for
both the Army and Counties benefit.

We have watched the Walker Lake fishery go from 30 lb + cutthroat to a
1 1/2
lb hatchery strain of fish that has been planted on a annual put and take 
program for over 20 years.  Name another threatned and endangered species 
with pure genetics that is managed in this manner?
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Both my wife's and my families are each from three generations of Mineral 
and Lyon counties who have enjoyed the shores of Walker Lake and the fruits
of agriculture.  This EIS comes down to recreation vs food production 
because the impact to wildlife and native vegetation will be a wash.  
Upstream enviromental damage is certain and the downstream damage will 
remain,  with the quantities 
of water being discussed.       </HTML>
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